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E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PGOV, PHUM, CH, US 

SUBJECT: SURVEILLANCE ON DISSIDENTS UP A NOTCH; U.S. 

BLAMED FOR SUPPORTING ANTI-REGIME ACTIVITY 

REF: (A) BEIJING 10194, (B) BEIJING 11024 
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2. SUMMARY: WHILE THE LEVEL OF SECURITY REMAINS WELL 
BELOW THAT OF LAST YEAR , AUTHORITIES APPEAR TO BE 
STEPPING UP SURVEILLANCE ON "SUSPECT ELEMENTS " AS THE 
SENSITIVE APRIL- JUNE ANNIVERSARY PERIOD PROGRESSES. 
SEPARATELY, PROPAGANDA AUTHORITIES REPORTEDLY CHARGE THE 
UNITED STATES WITH CHANGING TACTICS IN SUPPORT OF 
DISSIDENTS, CLAIMING THE UNITED STATES NOW FOCUSES ON 
DISSEMINATING DISSIDENT VIEWS AND ON ENCOURAGING 
DISSIDENT EFFORTS TO ATTACK THE REGIME FROM WITHIN. END 
SUMMARY . 

LOW-KEY WARNINGS ISSUED TO INTELLECTUALS 



3 SEVERAL EMBASSY CONTACTS HAVE TOLD US THEY HAVE 
RECENTLY COME UNDER TIGHTER SURVEILLANCE, WHICH THEY 
REGARD AS " DEFENSIVE " (DESIGNED TO PASSIVELY MONITOR 
ACTIVITY) RATHER THAN " AfifiBKSSIVE " ( DESIGNED__TC 
AND DISRUPT ACTI VIT Y) 

(PROTECT); BELIEVES^T^^^^^^^^^^IN^T^^^ATCH HIS STEP" 
GIVEN HIM BY A " WELL-MEANING FRIEND" WAS AN EFFORT TO 
ALERT HIM THAT AUTHORITIES HAD ENHANCED SECURITY DURING 
THE SENSITIVE APRIL- JUNE "ANNIVERSARY PERIOD" (REP A) . 




DISSENT IN CHINA -- Ai: AMERICAN HAND? 
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5. while neither contact ascribed surveillance to 
friendships with us, several sources have recently 
mentioned to us that the united states is get^i^speciai^^ t 
mention . i n internal circulation documents . wkkt^k^^kem ^ v 

ahhhh|wh0 enjoys demonstrated access to some 
Interesting people in the security services, told us that 
in march the propaganda department issued a classified 
notice to media and propaganda units outlining a new 
covert u.s. strategy against china. units were told that 
the united states has no longer intent on stirring 
dissidents to organize ant i -regime action, but rather was 
now attempting with money and support -- to (a) 
encourage dissidents to record and widely disseminate 
their views , and (b) enter business , seek influence , and 
attack the system from within. 

COMMENT 



*'6. WE CONTINUE TO SEE A LESS TENSE OFFICIAL APPROACH TO 
THE "ANNIVERSARY SEASON " THAN IN 1994 VIS-A-VIS 
DISSIDENTS AND INTELLECTUALS. THIS PROBABLY REFLECTS 
LESSENED REGIME CONCERN OVER ORGANIZED DISSIDENT 
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ACTIVITY. MORE TROUBLING IS THE FOCUS ON AMERICAN 
SUPPORT FOR ANTI-REGIME EFFORTS . USG FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
FOR ANTI-REGIME DISSIDENTS IN THE UNITED STATES ALMOST 
CERTAINLY SERVES AS THE BASIS OF THIS PROPAGANDA LINE. 
THIS LINE ALSO TRACKS WITH BOTH PUBLIC AND CLASSIFIED 
STATEMENTS BLAMING THE WEST, AND THE UNITED STATES IN 
PARTICULAR, WITH ANTI-REGIME SUPPORT FOR ETHNIC AND 

* RELIGIOUS SEPARATISTS (REP B) . SUCH ARGUMENTS SERVE 
REGIME INTERESTS BY EXPLAINING HOME-GROWN DISSENT IN 
$ERMS OF " FOREIGN HOSTILE FORCES," AND BY UNDERPINNING 
THE LEADERSHIP'S CLAIM THAT THE UNITED STATES (A) FEARS 

* CHINA, <B) WISHES TO " WESTERNIZE" CHINA, AND (C) IS 
WORKING ACTIVELY TO KEEP CHINA WEAK. SILVER 
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